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DATE

TOPIC AND OBLIGATORY LITERATURE

DETAILS AND GOALS

1

07.04.16

Introduction to the course: Aims and structure
of the course. Introduction to language
acquisition research.

Basic issues and approaches in the study of
language acquisition.

2

14.04.16

Global overview of monolingual L1 acquisition.
Clancy 2014

Working with observational data (CHILDES).

3

21.04.16

Key concepts and issues in bilingualism.
Grosjean 2013

Overview of conceptual distinctions and
challenges.

4

28.04.16

Early perception: Discriminatory abilities of
newborns and infants (I).
Byers-Heinlein et al. 2010

05.05.16

No class (Ascension Day).

5

12.05.16

Continuation: Early perception and
discriminatory abilities.
Werker 1989 (on monolinguals)

Methods for the study of infants’ perception and
phonemic inventories; predictions and results for
bilingual infants.

6

19.05.16

Language production (I): Code mixing and a
rebuttal of the uniform-system hypothesis.
Genesee 1989

On symptoms, patterns and multiple causes of
bilingual children’s code-mixing. Understanding
cause-effect relations and confounds.

7

26.05.16

Language production (II): Transfer
Yip and Matthews 2000

Autonomous versus interdependent development
of grammatical systems.

8

02.06.16

Language production (III): Input effects on
cross-linguistic influence.
Paradis and Navarro 2003

The interaction of transfer with skewed, nonnative input patterns.

9

09.06.16

The bilingual environment and lang. choice.
De Houwer 2007, Tuominen 1999, Shin 2002
(in groups)

The effect of parental language input patterns,
negotiation of the home language, and the
influence of siblings and peers.

10

16.06.16

Input effects on speed, accuracy and
dominance relations in acquisition.
Hoff et al. 2012

Empirical assessment of commonly held
assumptions and beliefs about bilingual
development.

11

23.06.16

Age of onset: Simultaneous versus sequential
bilingualism and its effects
Sebastián-Gallés et al. 2005 (excerpts)

Age and language acquisition, the controversy
around ‘critical/sensitive periods’. Earliest age
effects and their interaction with language
dominance.

12

30.06.16

Cognitive effects of bilingualism.
Bialystok 2009

Effects of bilingual development on executive
control, metalinguistic awareness, language
fluency and other cognitive skills.

13

07.07.16

Wrap-up and conclusion. Outlook on
multilingualism in the classroom. Discussion of
research portfolio tasks. Course evaluation.
Genesee and Nicoladis 2007; Hofer 2015: Ch.8

Revise the course materials and bring any
remaining questions that you may have.

21.07.16

Research portfolio due

Foundations of language acquisition and bilingualism

Language differentiation and interaction in development

Course description
Looking beyond the typical patterns of child rearing in Western societies, one soon realises that many (if not most) children are
actually exposed to more than one language from birth or in early childhood. Patterns of bi- and multilingual development afford
unique insights into the cognitive foundations and processes of language acquisition. In this course, we will review central
findings from research on bilingualism, spanning controversial issues such as language differentiation in bilingual newborns and
infants, patterns of cross-linguistic influence, the role of the age of onset of bilingualism, the influence of environmental and
affective variables on bilingual development, and possible effects of a multilingual upbringing on cognitive development more
generally. Throughout the course, our major learning goal will be the familiarisation with original (psycho-)linguistic research and
an understanding of the challenges for research that are posed by the peculiarities of bilingual settings.

Requirements and marking system
• regular attendance, active participation and thorough weekly preparation (see below)
• term paper = research portfolio (approx. 10-12 pages, due on 21 July 2016)
In keeping with the Modulkatalog, the final mark for the course will be based on the term paper (=
portfolio) only. However, all other requirements above will be a prerequisite for being eligible to write the
term paper (‘Vorleistungen’).

Weekly preparation
An essential part (and requirement) of the course is your in-depth preparation of each session at home.
This usually comes in the form of preparatory texts and accompanying homework.
A general note on your preparation: Since a B.A. seminar is supposed to provide a chance to practise the in-depth
reading, analysis and discussion of academic texts, the amount of time that you’ll probably need to put into the
weekly preparation of each session is not to be underestimated! Please remember that the course is worth 5 ECTS
(which amounts to a sum total of 150 hours of work).

Individual differences and their causes

Wider perspectives

The course management system
The course management system of our department, called WORDWISE (www.wordwise.uni-jena.de), will be
the online platform of this class. All class materials (including PPT presentations, in-class worksheets,
follow-up handouts, references, etc.) will be made available there. In addition, important organisational
information (e.g. announcements etc.) will also be distributed via WORDWISE (to your email address).
Therefore, please make sure your email address on WORDWISE is valid and that you check it regularly!

Introduction to acquisition research: Methods for
the study of neonate perception. Structure and
layout of a professional journal article.
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